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Release after November 9, 1982
INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO EXPERIENCING GROWTH
When Author E. Hughes became the first layman president of
southernmost California's only Catholic institution of higher
learning--the University of San Diego--it enrolled some 2,500
students, had assets of $28.7 million, and was in the throes of
a difficult reorganization.

That was in 1971, and a pessimistic

observor, anticipating the corrosive effects of inflation,
Federal funding cutbacks, diminishing college-age market,
soaring energy costs, and other ills which have plagued higher
education over the last decade, might have predicted that USD,
like some other private schools, would be closing its doors.
Instead, the University of San Diego today enrolls 5,003
undergraduate and graduate students, has assets of $63.3 million,
and just announced campus and program development plans calling
for $30 million in support, half of which has already been
raised through corporate, foundation, and individual gifts.
In a statement appearing in the USD alumni-parent newspaper
last fall, Hughes said "As I look at the USD record, and at the
institution's future,

it seems impossible not to ask,

'Why is

the USD experience different from that of so many other
institutions?

Why do we continue to grow when other colleges

and universities are being forced to close or retrench?
is our strength?

It is difficult not to answer,
- more -

What

'Our strength,
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which provides the underpinnings of all our work, whether
instructional, supportive, or administrative, is the fact that
we are an institution founded on and guided by the precepts of
the Catholic faith and reflected in the Catholic traditions in
higher education."
Others might add that USD runs counter to the current tide
because of the institution's sound management and fiscal policy.
Donald C. Bauder, the San Diego Union's financial editor, has
spoken of Hughes as "perhaps San Diego's most successful
businessman."

And Hughes himself lauds the dedicated intelligence

of the University's Board of Trustees, a group of 34 men and
women from business, industry, academe, science, and the
religious life chaired by The Most Reverend Leo T. Maher, D.D.,
Bishop of the Diocese of San Diego.
On November 9, Bishop Maher blessed the ground on which
the new expansion of the undergraduate-graduate library would
stand, the first of several construction projects funded by
grants and private gifts to a campaign known as "Discovery."
Chairman of the campaign has been Helen K. Copley, chairman and
chief executive officer of Copley Press, Inc., publishers of
the San Diego Union and Evening Tribune.

Mrs. Copley, first

to break ground for the library which has carried the name of
her late husband for ten years and will now be known as the
Helen K. and James S. Copley Library, announced that the
immediate campaign goal of $15 million had been reached, with
funding support coming from private benefactors, corporate
(

donors, and foundations.

Mrs. Copley is a member of Mission

San Diego de Alcala Parish.
- more -
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The major gift for the library construction was made by
the James S. Copley Foundation, which contributed $1,500,000 for
the project which will more than double the size of the existing
library.

Other major gifts for the library project include the

W. M. Keck Foundation of Los Angeles, $500,000; the Edyth Bush
Charitable Foundation of Winter Park, Florida, $150,000; the
National Endowment for the Humanities, a $400,000 challenge grant;
the Dan Murphy Foundation, $100,000; Wells Fargo Bank, $75,000;
and gifts from the Ahmanson Foundation, Atlas Hotels, Robert
Golden Foundation, and Horne Federal Savings and Loan.

Construction

on the extended facility is scheduled to begin shortly after the
first of the year.
In a statement to the press during groundbreaking events,
Dr. Hughes spoke of the library as "central to the educational
mission of this University, to our dedication to the development
of young men and women not just academically but spiritually and
humanely."

The president said, "We believe in first-hand experience

with books in the same way we believe in first-hand experience-personal encounter--with the human beings who make up our faculty.
We believe that to hold a book is a far different thing from
sitting at a computer terminal, and while the library offers and
will continue to seek the most contemporary equipment, the printed
word will never be considered outmoded on our campus.

This is,

perhaps, one of the prerogatives of a private, independent
institution, to be able to express a certain kind of personality,
to be able to continue to create an environment of the more
(

humane dimensions."
- more -
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Hughes detailed the purpose of the campaign--the addition
to the library; a new facility for the School of Business
Administration; and an executive conference center.

Plans for

the future include a student center which will house various
student services such as dining, recreation, health services,
and administrative offices, all of which are presently
decentralized.

He went on to describe the construction plans as

the University's response to enrollment growth.

"Our plans for

campus development are not the product of aspiration or anticipation
of growth; they are our answer to a clear and pressing existing
need."

He cited an increase of 72% in headcount enrollment since

1977, a tripled enrollment in the School of Business, and an
average classroom utilization rate of 87%.

Additionally, the

growth of programming in the University's School of Graduate and
Continuing Education and in public events held on campus make the
expansion of facilities imperative.
The new facility for the School of Business is a 45,000
square foot building which will house classrooms, faculty offices,
seminar and lounge space and centers for student accounting,
word processing, and computer science instruction for the School.
Leading San Diego businessman and USD trustee Douglas
Manchester, a member of La Jolla's All Hallows parish, provided
a $500,000 leadership gift last December which moved the
University ahead in plans for the construction of what will be
known as the Manchester Executive Conference Center.

The new

Center will be the premier conference facility for the University,
- more -
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the setting for academic sessions, seminars and workshops for
the School of Graduate and Continuing Education, and public
lectures presented by distinguished visiting scholars.
In remarks made prior to the groundbreaking ceremony,
Bishop Maher spoke of the partnership between the Diocese's
first bishop, Bishop Charles Francis Buddy, and the Religious
of the Sacred Heart, the partnership which created the
institution.

"Today we stand," he said, "in the midst of the

actualization of their vision and work together.

What began

as a partnership between the Diocese and the Religious of the
Sacred Heart has spread and grown into a partnership which
engages the community of San Diego and the larger community of
persons who understand the role of private higher education in
the welfare and vitality of our nation.

. Breaking ground

together, we celebrate not only a successful past but a
confident future, one to which we may look forward because of
the vision, the understanding, and the selflessness of women
and men, corporations and foundations, who have helped to make
this University what it is today."
Persons interested in obtaining information about the
University of San Diego may contact the Director of Public
Relations, USD, Alcala Park, San Diego 92110.

The University

enrolls 5,003 students in its College of Arts and Sciences,
the School of Business Administration, School of Law, School
of Education, and Philip Y. Hahn School of Nursing.

It

occupies a 180-acre campus in the heart of San Diego overlooking
Mission Bay and the historic section of the city.
# # #

